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Legends of the Sea

Preface
As a part of our project “Diving into the Sea with MeWe Space”, that was supported by the
Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union, Iraclie Porumbescu School in Fratautii Noi,
Suceava, Romania, Volerany School in Vilanova, Catalonia and Rantzausminde School in
Svendborg, Denmark have worked together in 2017-2018.
This is a small collection of legends from the sea from our three regions, that have been
told by sailors for ages.

Content
From Fratautii Noi: Strange creatures at the Black Sea
From Vilanova: The Moon in a Basket
From Denmark: The Klabauterman

Strange creatures at the Black Sea
Located between Europe and Asia, the Black Sea baths the coasts of Ukraine, Bulgaria,
Romania, Turkey, Georgia and Ukraine. It has been a quiet witness of the spot where
European and Asian elements meet, and hides under its dark waters many secrets that
have been known to be kept for centuries. It is a Sea full of ancient stories and unrevealed
mysteries. Many legends mention the presence of strange beings living in its waters.

Black Sea strainer/Sorbul Mării Negre is a strange creature which lives in water,
resembling fish because it has shiny scales. It can drown the people who bathe in water or
standing on the sides watching. It sips water occasionally, otherwise it would increase too
much and would drown the earth. It is also said that when it is really thirsty, a period of
terrible draught will come. In order to quench its terrible thirst it drinks the water from
rivers too.

The pharaohs
Present in the mythology of many peoples, sirens are called by the Romanian
Faraoance or pharaohs. Strange creatures, half woman, half fish with big blue eyes stayed
hidden on the bottom of the sea and sometimes when the sea was calm, rose to the
surface in the way of the fishing boats to see who dares to disturb their peace. In that place
there was a red, yellow and blue stripe. They had the power to bewitch men. Faraoancele
held hands and sang beautiful songs and those who heard them remained bewitched and,
if they were not righteous, they drowned. If they were honest and kind, they remembered
those songs and brought them to the land so that everybody could learn them. If they met
handsome young men, they took them in their crystal place on the bottom of the sea and
made them their husbands. Faraoancele rarely come on the seashore, more often in spring
when it is hot, and play with strands of beads and all the wonders of the sea. They do not
want to be seen by earthly eyes, therefore when they feel mortals approaching, they jump
into the sea, leaving on the shore shells and beautiful shiny stones.

In Romanian they are also mentioned as “știma apelor” or fairies of the waters who
live in the Danube or rivers and can flood the lands and lure young men. It might have
been an ancient water deity of the Dacians, the ancestors of the Romanian people which
remained in the folklore.
It has been a long time since their song has been heard and nowadays the term
designates a beautiful woman of a gypsy origin who lures people to tell their future.

The Moon in a Basket

The Legend of the Klabauterman
The Klabauterman is a supernatural being, in the form of a little man, who lives on sailing
boats. In northern tradition he is often called “The Boat Elf”.
He will help when a new boat is built, and he will caulk it which means he will seal it
between the planks using ropes and tar.
He will get on board hidden in one of the trunks, that the ship builder has chosen.
In some traditions The Klabauterman will mean coming accident in his restless travel over
the seas. In other traditions he is a helpful ghost.
As long as the you hear him knocking with his hammer he is warning you about weak spots
on the boat, but if he begins to plain, it is a sign of a storm coming up. If the boat is
doomed, he will appear to say goodbye to the captain of the ship.
It is told that he will get onboard over the front of the boat. That is why you should never
let a rope hang into the water.

